ISSUE 240                                                           
                             October 12th, 2011

THE EUROPEAN CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL INFO-LETTER (Euccril)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In this issue: How is the renewal going on in the European countries? What have been highlights in the last year. In this issue a report by Eva Sido on Transylvania, the Hungarian speaking part of Romania. On a youth event linked with WYD (see http://keresztirany.ro/videok), summer camps and leadership training.
Madrid in Transylvania, Erdelyi Madrid
Madrid in Transylvania was the name of the youth-festival that took place between August 28th and September 1st, 2011; in the heart of Transylvania, near Gheorgheni.

This summer, Keresztirany, the youth-ministry of the Hungarian speaking Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) in Romania was invited together with the Catholic Youth Conference (KFT) by the youth-ministry of the archdiocese to join forces in organizing a major youth event for those who can't go to the World Youth Day in Madrid. Because of mostly financial reasons, only 100 young people could meet the pope in Madrid. So we kind of brought Madrid to them – this is where the name of the festival comes from.

The idea was to give them the message of the pope, to encourage them in their faith and give them a new experience of community, a new encounter with Jesus. Though we couldn't get the Pope to come, Jesus was there! And also was the Father and the Holy spirit! And the archbishop, but will get back to this later.

We had over 600 participants of ages 12-30 plus a staff of 130 young people and many other adults, who joined in the 24/5 adoration in our improvised chapel.

The teachings were based on the Pope's message and delivered for three streams at the same time but on different levels according to the age of the participants 12-14, 15-18 and 19-30. The speakers were all people who work with youth or are young themselves: Tibi Majoros, Terike Kercso, dcn. Steve Thomashefski, Erika Garbea, Orsolya Kis, fr. Istvan Tako, fr. Csaba Szocs and fr. Attila Molnar. 

Dance and play, games and adoration

But the festival was not only about teachings! In fact the message of the WYD was not only delivered through talks, but before every talk we had a dance on the same theme and also a short play, like a serial of the festival which acted out the message in a very funny yet deep way.

We had lots of small-group sharings, workshops, games, worship and adoration time as well. We also organized a „Made-by-God” competition for those who wanted to show everybody the gifts they received from the Lord.

The music ministry was led by the New Hope band, and for every holy mass we invited a different catholic youth-band. For the last evening we had Laszlo Csiszer from Hungary with us, who led us into deep worship up to 3 am.

Archbishop first time
The festival culminated on Tuesday in the holy mass celebrated by the archbishop Gyorgy Jakubinyi and in the adoration of the Holy Sacrament. It was so touching to see all those youth bowing down and encountering Jesus! We have a poll running on facebook, where the participants can vote for their favourite program during the festival and the adoration is leading, followed by the worship concert on the last evening!

The presence of the archbishop was very special for us, because this was the first time he has ever come to a youth event! And he was also touched by the way his youth received him! It was a very special experience for the youth, for the 28 priests who were present and I believe that for the archbishop as well. We experienced the power and unity of the Church and that the church in Romania does have a future!

There are plenty of videos on our website, and many pictures too. See http://keresztirany.ro/videok. 
Other programs this summer

And let me add a few more words about the other programs we had this summer. We organized 2 camps for 12-14 year-olds and one for 7-11 year-olds, both were very blessed and kids were very enthusiastic afterwards. We have been invited to more and more parishes to give retreats for young-people, mainly ages 12-14 and 15-19.

Leadership and training
There have been changes also in the leadership, because there are more and more ministries, so we have now two leaders: Terike Kercso responsible for the ministries, programs and Piroska Leveles responsible for the inner life of the team (contacts, spiritual growth, training the team). 
Right now fr. Gert Overmeer from the Netherlands is here with us, visiting groups for almost a month now. He gave us a training for the team and will be the main speaker at the National Conference.

We also continue with the training school for the new leaders. They have had their practical training during the festival and now we go on with the courses.

Thank you all for your prayers and both spiritual and financial support! We still need your prayers! And not only...

Eva Sido
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